| (2 
THE ;Þ 1's We ".. A TINY 

«We trust in the living God who is the Saviour of al NE... 

"2 MT +43 "HB Pazzy 

DANIEL D. SMITH, EDITOR & PROPRIETOR. +/+; i dh 

_ = ——==___ 
Vol, It. BOSTON, SATURDAY, AUGUST 10, 1833.  * .'/-"[No./IE> 


COMMUNICATIONS. 


[ FOR THE UNIYERSALIST, ] 


8 
_ AN EPITOME OF A SERMON. 
BY A. A. FOLSOM, OF HINGHAM. 


« ers run info the 8ea, yet the gea is not Full: 
lol vl From whence the rivers come, ke; 


again.” CCLES. 1. 7. 


Thowom words may with propriety be accom- 
modated to an explanation of the doctrine 
of Universaliem. They illustrate this sub- 
lime semiment in a beautiful manner. The 
oppor employed is simple and peculiar- 
9 oP pplicable. Without doing injustice to 

lomon, we may confidently urge the 
words of the text in gupport of the doctrine 
of Universal Salvation. We acknowledge 


that it doeg not furnish pogitive proof, but 
rather uratively expresses our opinions. 
n making our deigned remarks on this 


occasion, we Will in the first place show 
what is to be understood by the word * Seu, , 
and secondly by * rivers.” 
© We congider the word *sea' as represent- 
ing the state of immortality, of unpurchased 
glory, the ocean of unmixed felicity. 'This 
fy 18 ; unbounded and eternal. 

Secondly ; by the word * rivers,* we un- 
dersta Y the vast family of man, the innu- 
merable ons and daughters of Adam,” It js 


worthy of remark, that the wise man em- 


fg 


s, the word. «all. ©All the rivers run 


e this is par aph at this time is, that all | 
nd, without a solitary exception, are 
hastenin ig'to. to the realms of endless .fehcity, 
"as fast as, any rational creature can desire. 
In, proof of this, or in attestation of the doc- 
trine of unlimitted redemption, we subjoin a 
few declarations of the Apostle Paul. * Who 
will haye all men to be saved, and to come 
unto Who | knowledge of the truth.' 1 Tim. ii. 
4. * Having made known unto us the mys- 
tery of his will, WS tay to his good plea- 
ure which he hath purposed in himself; 


FEE 


that in the nsation of the fulness of 
times, he might gather together in one all 
things .in Chin both which are in heaven 


and which are on earth even in him :* Ephes. 


nto thy 8ea.” "The construction which we 


Priviſege to preach the” 


| bappy 


L. 9—10. 
is id with Christ in God. 
ppear, Mfr Shall ys 
also appear with him in glory.” Col. tic 3; 4: 
For as in Adam all die, even 80 In Christ 


For | ye Sat Jead, a, and your it 
When 'Christ; 


who 1s our life, shall a 


shall all be made alive.* 1 Cor. xv. 23.- , 
Many more passages from tho uu 'of 


this Evtinguialicl ajbacle 
in support of the position ww _— have ta- 


ken, but to way cs ily tetinablly in” favor | of « 
sentiment every where recognized in $orip- 
our 


ture 18 useless. 
hopes on 
Having there 


We may prudentially rest 

the passages already quoted. | 
fore the doctrine which we have: 
which we love and which we 


port, founded on _ Tess than' the 
mutable revelation of Imighty God, it be. 
comes our imperative duty, 77k ell "as h 


y; 
positively, Tt is an abligativn w og 4 


to God, and our fellow-men, to ley ou? 

shine before the world, to exhibit | 
terated virtues of our holy religion, iv olit life 
and convyersation, and to' e: '3n*all 
our conduct the character” © the. etical 
christian, We are bound by the e 
cepts of the Everlasting, 'to'do'alt itt 
power to” conyert others to the truth, ned 
to induce those who hve WI in the" ppherd 
of our influence to relin | their' 'h614': oh 
Sin, to espouse the catise of 8c, 
and for their RY comfort, t rtake'vf 


that living water whi | 
through ths gogpel of Cee Gal: Ny 
t 


Having once fully. | 
of universal love, man kibppy: s 

person- becomes well tute Gs Ke be Fa 
object of diyine comp n, an han 
mortal life, entitled to'a kingdom \eafi- 
not be moved, whose * builder an ker 'is 


God,” he is in possession ' of $i o_ 

will never fail to produce'peace Te 

felicity. When it is made prepfon a per- 
gon that he forms a branch. of the 't -- 
life, or (to ne the met rin, ext) 
that he is a river, connected with Foy 6a of 
heavenly bliss, and that he will fina 
thereinto, he will most assuredly be. made 
in his belief, and' experience 'a. joy 
Let's a man'only credit 


that is unspeakable. - 
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the truth of revelation, let him only receive| 8erver of the human species, it is reasonable 


undergtandingly the goxtLmagy of all God's 


Ns, 


to, 8uppose that he will dispose of them, as 


rophets, in favor of the * restitution of | seemeth him good. And since/he ha giv- 
gs,” in a word, let him unwaveringly 
believe that all the rivers of rationality and 


en the promise, that he *will have all men 
to be saved,” it becometh--us to rejoice, and 


intelligence will finally run into 'the bound-| tg glorify the * Father ' of the Spirits of all 


l68s ocean of eternal life, and his faith, as 
well as his joy, like the laws of the Medes 
and Persians is unalterable. 

But.to proceed. * All the rivers run into, 
the 8ea, yet the sea is not full ;* After all the 


rivers 8hall have flown into the sea it wall 


not be full, there will be room enough and to 


Spare. /. 'The high and holy place is abun- 
damtly 8pacious to accommodate all the na- 


tions and families, and kindreds of the 


earth. But the doctrine of universal salva-| unto God who gave it.* Eccles. xii. 


tion is equally well supported by the second, 
and last division of the text. © Unto the 
place from whence the rivers come, , thither 
they return again.” 

o arrive at an _understanding of these 
words, it becomes necessary to inquire, from 
whence: all the rivers come? Admitting | © 
mankind to be represented by the term * riv- 
ers,” we answer our inquiry without a mo- 
ment's hesitation. 'They come from - God 


who-is. emphatically styled the fountain of| himself.' 


living waters. 'That mankind originated 
from the Almighty Creator is amply prov- 
ed by the 8acred writers. * Have we not all 
ather! Hath not one God created us ?* 
the prophet Malachi. *< And hath made 
(said Paul) of one blood all nations of men 

* to dwell on all the face of the earth.' 
Let this /suffice in confirmation of the fact 
that from God proceeded the great family 
of mankind. 

The next inquiry which naturally arises, 
\ is, what authority have we, for ascribing to 
God the name *place ?' f Unto the place 
from whence the rivers come.” 
tion of this ascription, and in answer to the 


.,one 


Inquiry, we appeal to certain expressions 
Found in 8cripture, of similar import. Da-|a 


vid 8ays in the 119. Pzalm, *'Thou art my 


Hidingpioce and my shield.” Isaiah in the 
fa chap. has the following -appropriate 
language; * Look upon Zion the city of our 
aleqanttios ; thine eyes shall see. Jerusalem 
a quiet habitation, a tabernacle that hall 
not be taken down, not one of the stakes | the glory of an unbo 
thereof -8hall :ever., be removed, neither 
.8hall any. of the cords thereof be broken ; 
_but there the glorious Lord will be unto us 
1& place of broad rivers and streams ; where-|ceptibly meander their, | 
41n 8ball go no galley with oars, neither shall| the barren 80; and by 8 


gallant ships pass thereby.” 


- Being warranted in the application of this 


In justifica- 


flegh.' + 'Thither we return again.? 

As man proceeded from God, is preserv- 
ed and directed constantly by him, the. sup- 
position 18 natural, that after God hath per- 
fected his will with man on the_ earth, he 
will take him again to himself. 

The author of, our text in another place 
gupports this happy conclusion in these 
words. *'Then shall the dust return to the 
earth as it was ; and the spirit shball return 
'The 
P8almist adyances the s8ame' doctrine. 
the ends of the - world sball remember, and 
turn unto the Lord.' Psal. xxii. *O thou 
(hat hearest . prayer, / unto.. thee shall all 
flesh come,” Psal. Ixv. - Paul in his epist - 
the Romans holds forth the same facet.. * 

of him, and through him, and to him a4 "all 
things, to whom - glory, forever.” ,, To the 
8ame people he again declares—-* 
of us liveth to himself, and/no man dieth to 
« For whether, we live, we live un- 
to the Lord, and whether we die we.die unto 
the Lord; whether we live therefore, or die, 
we are the Lord's,” 
| . Explanation is unnecessary ; for he tbat 
runneth may read and understand.. All the 
posterity belong to. one family, among whom 
God has no favorites. They are: all equally 
the objects of his love, and the: subjects of 
his salvation... Although some on account 
of their wickedness are taken off, yet rather 
than deform the tree of life, he will graft 
them in again, for he chooses to *conelude 
them all in unbelief, that he may. have mer- 
cy, upon all.” Each individual being Tepre- 
sented by the term * river,” Ys, is not. to be 
thought . that, there exists , no _-diffe 

among them. . Such an idea would be p 
bly absurd. In the natural world we be 
a great variety of rivers aud. Nirog L 8, | me 
ny of which are found b a striki; 
semblance.. Some are mighty PT 
guished, while others are small, and L 
tive. Some roll their majestic waters, 1 all 
unded oc 
in the greatness of their strengtht] 
tile. bounds and distinguished cities, while 
others glide in stilness, and almost . unper- 
entle way through 
by £ it groves. 

mankind, 'here and there 

7 the multitude you may discoyer. an 


part of the text, we proceed to notice the re-|eminent genius .and a noble mind. Some 


maining Clause,. *thither they return again.” 


men are remarkable for their mary. 


God being the Author, Proprietor, and Pre- [and shine as lights .in the world, w 


F 


or none 


ean, frayelivg - 


*All y) 
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others who. are inferior in intellect, having 
been deprived of the advantages of improve- 
ment, are entirely reserved, and known only 
by-their immediate, aggociates. . Yet: not- 
withstanding this yast difference in the pre- 
8ent world, the-future- state. of. immortality 
recogmzes no distinetion. Like the ea, 
will- heaven receive without discrimination 
the. small - riyulet. and. the mighty river, 
When all the rivers «hall: have completely 
discharged themselves into the ocean, no 
distinction will ' be found. | Each and every 
one will compose a part. of the ocean, and 
help, augment the measure of unalloyed hap- 
piness, 

When he who is styled the *place? from 
whence all the rivers come, shall be * all and 
in all,” who. will be able to describe the 
amount of bliss enjoyed by each individual ? 
Or who will be permitted to say, * My joy is 
greater than thine.' 
© To contend for superiority in point of en- 
zoyment, when all that have borne the image 
of the earthly shall bear the image of the 
heayenly is only © darkning counsel by words 
without knowledge.' - The concurrent testi- 
mony; of. Christ and his apostles goes direct- 
ly to prove and establish the fact, that in the 
regurrection state all denominations and dis- 
tinctions will be forgotten, and every person 
will be equal to the angels of God. 

-, In-view of the glorious prospect before us, 
let us .not_ be | discouraged, - but put on the 
whole. armor - of, righteousness. We. have 
the precious assurance that *strength shall 


be. equal to our day, and that we shall come | 


off conquerors: and; more than conquerors 
through him that loved us. We are tending 
to. that high and holy place from whence we 
originated. No. human machination- can 
prevent. the even hand of time from wafting 
our redeemed  spirits to-; the 'mansions of 
everlasting rest, | Let us therefore go on our 
way rejoicing, continually looking forward 
to that bright world resplendent with undy- 
ing glory. 21 | 
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a4 POET OW, | 
\" There is p Hops no. sin 0, baneful in its 
It Rones. 1 nd. more to. be abominated, than 
that of ingratitude. " Living as. we do, the 
Pensioners of Heaven's bounty, enjoying the 
various blessings which are 80 copiously im- 
parted from our Father above, it becomes 
us. to'cherish a grateful heart ; to make our 
returns of Jove- and praise. to God, who is 
the © giver of every good, and perfect gift. 
Let all, and appeal y those who have nam- 
ed the name of Christ, put far from them an 
ungrateful heart, © by devoting their time and 
talents to his zervice, who is the * chiefest 


among ten thousand.? G. W. 8. 
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WORK OF CHRIST.—No. 4. 


The next part of our Saviour's work is get 
forth in the following declaration— He hath 
sent me for the _recoyering of sight to_ the 
blind. On what numberless, and de 
hinges does human _ comfort turn! * We 
the kindness of nature or the care of Provi- 
dence to be s8uspended but for a day, into 
what a lazar-house would the world be in- 
stantly trausformed! The defect of a najl 
of a little finger is a blemish in organiza- 
tion, but a blemish which nature s8eldom per 
mits; how. much less a deficiency of on 
the nobler parts, or a disarrangement of the 
whole 8ystem ! * But that the works of God 
should be made manifest,” a * man is blind 
from his birth 3? and another loses the pre- 
cious treasure of his eye aight. Of the two, 
the latter surely is the greatest evil. We 
cannot regret what we have hardly an idea 
of, what we never possessed, and to which 
we become perfectly reconciled before we 
are conscious of existence. . But to recollect 
the pleasures of vision after the organ is de- 
stroyed, is but to be reduced to, mourn with 
the poet in these affecting strains : 

With the year 
Seagons return; but not to me returns 
Day, or the #weet approach of ey'a or morn, 
Or night of verval bloom, or xummer*s rose, 
Or flocks, or herds, or huwaw face divine: 
But cloud instead, and eyer during dark 
Surrounds me ! from the cheerful ways of men 
Cut off; and for. the book of know fair, 
Presented with a universal blank | 
Of nature's work's to. me expung'd and ras*d, 


And wisdom at one entrance quite shat out ! 
PARADISE LOST. | 


This is © darkness which, may, be felt.” In 
representing,. accordingly, the deplorable 
state of the world under the image of blind; 
ness, a state of ignorance, guilt and wreteh- 
edness; and in rprevenong 150 correspoui- 
dent office and work of the Redeemer, that 


| blindness is not described as an original and 


radical defect of 8ight, but as the casual-de- 
privation of a blessing once in pos8e8810n 3 
and he is considered as sent not to confer a 
benefit unknown, unenjoyed before, but tc 
restore that which was lost, to relun I 
extinguished orb. 'The. truth is, m Bu 
become blinded by ignorance and error, and 
80me had wilfully sbut. their. a  because 
they could not bear the light. 'This was the 
condemnation of the unbelieving Jews, with 
all their superior advantages : * Jesus $ 

for judgment I am come into this” 
that they which see might be made blin' 
And some of the Pharisces which were with 
him heard these words and said unto him, 
Are we blind also ? Jegus said, unto theth, if 
ye were blind ye should have no gin: BY 
now ye 8ay, We see; therefore your 8m re- 


84 
- 
Ima 


maineth.” And this was the condemnation 
of the self-conceited Gentiles, with-all their 
agpaſion of wisdom. * Professing them- 

alves to. be wise, they became fools. 'They 
ecame, vain in their imaginations, and their 
oolish heart was darkened.” They are in 
another place thus described, and under the 
same; image. *'The Gentiles walk in the 


yanity of their mind, haying their understand- 
ing d 
of (0 


darkened, being alienated from the life 
od through the ignorance that is in 
my Lechix of * the blindness of their 
boner, And this mental darkness is repre- 
sented 8  necessarily blended with moral 
corruption, of the grossest kind. 'Thus were 
oth Jews and Gentiles involved in thick 
ne ess, and. both under the dominion of 
8In.. * God hath concluded them all in un- 
belibf, that he might have mercy upon all.” 
The promises of Messiah are of equal ex- 
tent:; as *a salyation prepared before the 
face of all people, a light to lighten the Gen- 
tiles, and: the glory of his people Irael.” 
He is able to open their eyes ; to illuminate 
their -understandings; to make them see the 
gation of God. "This PArL of his work he 
accomplish. Therefore it is said, * All 
flesh shall see the salvation of God.” 
H. H. 
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MOMENTARY REFLECTIONS, _ 

How. dreadful is the progress of vice * 
Crime. leads on to crime. Envy begets 
mahee ; malice inspires revenge; revenge 
hurries on to crime, guiltiness seeks shelter 
under: untrath, and untruth attempts to s8up- 
port + itself - by insolence, assurance, and 
pride z an haughtiness of spirit is but one 
Step, from destriiction. Ah, little do men 
know, when they indulge in one evil thought, 
or YNIuns gp9n one unwarrantable action, 
what the is8ue will be! They vainly flatter 
maelves it is in their power to stop when 
they please, | But passion, like a fiery and 
anageable steed in the hands of an un- 
aKilful rider, by one inconsiderate stroke of 
e gpur, may be excited to such_ a pitch of 


'4,AS NO SKIIL 
Ju! bot] horse and rider are hurried togeth- 
er down the precipice, and perish in their 


TO the first murderer, Cain, is| members merey ; and the li 


. Maustration of this. The milder, and 
re indirect admonitions and reproofs of 
Ps word and providence, being misunder- 
8tood, 8lighted, or defied, necessity Dn wr 
'speak in plainer language, and to bring 
yt arge directly home ; and that $everity 
43S most. awful, which is preceded by gentle- 
atience, and long-suffering, God 


ness, .P: Vets | $; 
thus. addresses the murderer; © What hast 


no skill can tame, no force restrain ;| of his condition ; 


thou done! The voice of thy brother's 
blood erieth unto me from the ground.” Gen. 
iv. 10. And mark how every thing arms it- 
self in the cause of justice. The dead earth 
is represented as acquiring setisibility, and 
refusing to cover blood; the silent ground 
becomes vocal, and loudly accuses the crim- 
inal; the stones of the field-are at war with 
him who has made justice his foe ; the earth 
geems to tremble under, and shrink from the 
feet of him who hath shed innocent blood ; 
it refuses henceforth to yield unto him her 
strength, and consider him as a monstrous 
misshapen birth, of which she is ashamed, 
and which she wishes to destroy. He econ- 
siders it as an unnatural mother, whom 'no 
pains can m6llify, no sabmission reconcile. 
« A fagitive and a vagabond haſt thou be in 
the earth.” When the mind is changed; 
every thing changes with it; where '« man 
is at discord with himself, he is eternally 
from home. "Phe: spacious world; Cain's 
hereditary domain, is to become « vast 80li- 
tude, a home is turned into a place of exile. 
The person whom all men shan, is every 
[where a stranger ; he who is 8mitten of his 
own consCcience, 'is continually sarrounded 
with enemies. | 
The zame principle which engages men 
in criminal interprises, in the hope of impu- 


nity, throws them into despair, wpon the de- 
nunciation 6f punishtent. As former- 


[ly expected much higher satisfaction from 


the execution of their wicked purposes, than 
the most snccessful villiny ever could be. 
stow ; 80 now, their own guilty minds out- 
ran the' awards of justice” itself; 'and' the 
awakened conscience does atmple vengeance 
upon the offender at Jength, amply vindi- 
cates the cause both of God and man. This 
is strikingly exemplified in thetase of Cain. 
His recent boldness and” insolence 'are''n 
strong contrast to his present dejection and 


terror. He now sinks under the apprehen- 


sion of intolerable chastigements, and' fore- 


bodes greater evils than his sentence de- 
nounced. His banishment he considers as 
far from being the 4, of the calamities 
e feels himself excluded, 
hidden from the gracious pregence of Go. 
and deserted by his Maker, liable to fall 
the hand-of every asailant. But God re. 


.. But God re- 
fe which 


# 


Self was graciously pleased to spare, no one 


| 


[in the earth, and that from that NOTES 


THE. UNITY 


tribulation, no mortal power can screen or. 
eaye-: them. , . O, | that every transgressor 
would learn wisdom ; forsake the foolish and: 
live,-and go in the way of understanding. 

| \., H. H, 
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PERFECTION OF DEITY. 


How few there are who, when speaking 
of the perfection of God, realize the true. 
and scriptural import of the phrase. When 
our Saviour told his hearers to be perfect 
as their Father who is in heaven. is-perfect, 
heinot only meant to impress on their minds 
the idea that God was perfect, but to induce 
them to. strive.. to, imitate ham. If 80 they 
would at least, in some degree, be like their 
heavenly Father. , Now before we can be- 
gin to imitate God in his perfections, we 
must understand in what they consist ; and 
after this is understood we must see whether 
they are worthy of our imitation. As it is a 
well established truth that God is perfect, it 
would be a waste of time, for me to under- 
take to re-establish it; therefore I will pass 
to'the  question and consider, In what does 


ERSALIST. ; 85 


tinted with all the colors- of the rainbow, 
would ask a passer by, 'whether there lay 


basked beneath this enticing flower any 
thing that would hurt the tonch? I answer, 


none, unless almost blind. © Reader, then 
beware how ye touch the flowers: of error 
and in, and superstition, lest you find when 
too late, that nothing but death can release 
you from the many days and nights of pain 
which the practice of iniquity will occasion. 
But keep God's holy commandments, and 
great peace and quiet sball be your portion 
forever. L. P. 8. 
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THE GOODNESS OF GOD. 


This is an inexhaustible theme. No lang- 
uage 18 adequate to describe the goodness of 
God to his erring children. Wherever/we 
turn our eyes we discover numerous tokens 
of the kindness and mercy of our Father in 
heaven, in supplying our wants ; in” admin- 
istering to our comforts. Yes, © he openeth 
his liberal hands and eatisfieth the wants of 
every living thing.” His providence although 
extending over all worlds and beings, is yet 


the perfection of God consist ? Does it con- 80 minute as to. number_the very hairs of 


sist 1m afflicting men with an eternal punish- 
ment? I think not, because this would be 
rendering evil for evil. How then can he 
punish men and. still retain the character of 
perfection? Answer. . By overcoming evil 
with, good. Can we not see in; this, some» 
thing that . is. worthy of imitation !  Most 
is congastent with the teachings of © the gun of 
righteousness.” It would be consistent for 
us to believe in the eternal wrath of God, if 
we could find any example et by him who 
is'to be the light of the Gentiles; he whose 
exatnaples and precepts were recorded as a 
true' pattern for us to follow.” Go reader, 
arch the sacred pages, and if you-can find 
one 8ihgle-instance in which God does not 
re 4 4 rig dy irs rg with the op- 
of Christ .and ay God. is not perfect, 
and is not w rthy to be imitated, + But 8top,' 
8878 the pious objector, «Do. you accuse us 
of, 81 ing tht God i not worthy to be imi- 
tate ? I do. Because in the first place, 
ire that God. will render evil for 
evil, But 


_ 
S0rs 


f 


-” 


vil. ou are not willing to have. the 
world think” that you yourselves do; and 
does not this proye my assertion true? In 
the” next place, you pay no regard to the 
command, be ct as God eel of re be- 


auss You think it is best, instead of render- 
} evil, to render good for evil; at 

is we have your own words for it. 
their fruits'ye chall know them,” 8aid Jesus. 
Who'of us on'seeing « thistle by the way side 


our heads. In all conditions, and under 
every circumstance of life, we are the ob- 
Jects of his kind regard, his Fatherly protee- 
tion. He it is who spreads out before us the 
yarigated carpet of nature, to beautify the 
earth, and gladden the hearts of the children 
of men. He it is who kindly supphes' our 


Because it is reasonable ; and it | morning, noon and evening. repast ; .whe 


provides the wonted repose that nature de- 
mands, and kindly draws over us his banner 
of love to shield us from all harm. He it 1s 
who protects the mariner upon. the might 
deep, when storms. and tempests lower. an 
the raging elements seem ready to receive 
him in their bosom. He it is who when our 
father and mother forsake us, takes us 
up, and cherishes us with greater care than 
earthly nts ever can. Yes, when heart 
and. flesh shall fail us, then the Lord our 
God will in infinite goodness; receive his 
faithful - children to that * bourne from 
whence no traveller ere returns,” to bask in 
eternal sunshine at his «right hand, where 
there is fulness of joy, and pleasures forever 
more.” Aye, where angels, and the beatific 
Spirits of the *just made. perfect? delight 
in -singing the song of Moses and the lamb. 
The. goodness of God—O let my soul de- 
light to dwell upon the theme. _ Eterny 
alone will disclose to us the length, an 
breadth and depth, of the goodness of God. 


'By 2. 
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| * Blessed are the merciful, for they .shall 


bearing upon' its: prickly 8tock « blossom 


obtain mercy.” 
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ILLUSTRATION pow SCRIPTURE. 

* hh my Father's kouse ure many mansions ; if it were 
not 80, 4 would have told you. | I go' to prepare a 
place for you. And if 4 go end prepare @ place for 
you, 1 will come again and receive you unto myself; 
that where I am, there ye may be also.*—John xiv. 
2—3. 

In these words are contained four topics : 

1. Father's house. 2. The many mansions, 
8. The place our Saviour went to prepare. 4. 
Christ's promise to come again and receive his 
disciples anto himself. 

The Father here named, is God. This all will 
admit. The phrase * Father's house? is equivalent 
to'the* House of God. We are therefore Jed to 
inquire, What shall we understand by the word 
house as here used? Before answering this ques- 
tion, we will briefly state the common opinion.— 
The common idea is—The Father's house is the 
immortal state of glory 1n the future world. The 
© mansions” are the degrees of felicity there to be 
enjoyed. ' The place our Sayjour went, to prepare 
was the putting of these things in readiness for 
the reception of bis faithful followers. . His prom- 
ise £0 come again and receive them unto himself, 
refers to his coming at the resurrection of the 
dead; to raise and bestow on his disciples unend- 
ing happiness. This definition has | been thus 
stated, that its absurdities may appear the 'more 
obvious, by being brought in contrast with the 
truth. 


To ascertain what is meant by the houzse of 
God, the reader is refered to 1 Tim. ii. 15. © But 
if I tarry long, that thou mayest know, how thou 
vughtest to behave thyself in the house of God, 
which is the church of the living God, the; pillar 
and ground of the truth.* Here we are distinctly 


taught, that the house of God is the Church. The 


believers in Jesus Christ constitute the Chutch. 
For a more full modification of the phrase, / 8ee 
1 Peter iv. 17.  * For the time is come that judg- 
- ment must begin at the house of God : and if it 
first begin at us, what shall the end be of those 
who obey not the gospel of God.' 'The last part 
of this passage ' explains the first. Peter 'says, 
that * Judgment must begin 'at the house of God 7 
_ and then inquires, *If it first "begin at us, etc, 
which clearly proves that the apostles, together 
with all who believed on  Christ, constitute 'the 
Church, or kouse of God. ' 
In Eph. ii. 19—22, the eame figure is employed. 


*Now therefore ye are no more strangers and for- 
eigners, but fellow citizens with the saints, and of 


the, household- of God ; and are built upon the 


| [xroveth into an holy temple'in the Lord: 


RSALIST.: 


Christ-himgelf being the chief vorner. \utonie 5 in 


mars 


whom the'"whole ' building fitly framed 


| ye alsv tre builded together ; for an habitation of 
God through the epirit.” The like figure is ob- 
gerved by the author of the text, in Matt. xvi. 18, 
and by St. Peter in 1 Chap. ii. 5. Other Pagsages 
might be adduced to establislr the correctness of 
the position . we have as8umed, but - thege' are 
deemed gufficient. 

I. The many mansions.. By the many man- 
gions in the Father's house, is meant the various 
offices in the Church, which are given by one 
Spirit. These are fully deseribed/in Paul's let- 
ter to the Corinthans, . Chap. ' xii. 4-31. ' The 
Charch 'is likened to the human system. Paul 
their labors to prove that the various offices in the 
Church, are as necessary to the cause of Christ, 
as the numerous members of our bodiex.are to our 
own convenience. In verses 28—31, he testifles, 
* And God hath 8et some in the Church, first apog- 
tles, 8econdarily prophets, thirdly teachers, after 
that miracles, then ' gifts of healings, helps, gov- 
ernments, diversities of tongues.' If the reader 
will attentively peruse the whole. Chapter from 
which we have quoted the above, we are persuad- 
ed that our. exposition will, appear rational and 
true. 

. TIE The place our Samour went AW 
These words were gpoken' before our Saviour 
was crucified. When spoken, the Gentiles had 
| not received the gospel. 'The apostles' had not 
been permitted to hear' the glad tidings of 8alva- 
tion'to that portion of our race. 'The commend 
was, * Go not near any of the' cities of Sama: 
but, only to the lost sheep of the house of larael. 4 
It was foretold that Christ should rise to reign ov- 
er the Gentiles. And fromhis language recorded 
in John xii. 21—33, we are led to the. coneJusion 
that it was in consequence. of his death. and res- 
urrection, . that. the gospel was, -preached'to the 
Gentiles, and they granted repentance and remis- 
8ion of 8ins. By his going to-prepare a place, etc- 
we are to understand his dying and 'rising again 
by which he laid the foundation' for the pre: 
of the gospel among all ' nations ; and' to 
fices which he conferred on them os, hea 
from the dead, which they pogseeged 
his crucifixion. And with this 8uggesti 
] the language of Scripture, Eph. Art 7—12, 
upto every one. of us is given ccordi 
ſthe meagure of the gift of Christ.. 2 eco reo of 
Saith when he ascended | up, OL \ big h, be led c ag 
| ity captive, and gave gifts. Pager: 
he ascended, what is it but. ob he 


desconded j is the 8ame. "nov! "that a , ku 
above all heavens,' that. he might. = yk ; 


foundation of the apostles and- prophets, Jesus | 


And he gave ome apostles ;: m— 0, 


oY” 


J 


} 


teachers ; for the perfecting of the saints, for the 

work of the ministry, for the edifying of the body 
of Christ.” Here' is an intimation, that these gifts 
or powers were conferred on the apostles because 
of the descension and ascension of our Lord. © It 
was in this place which Christ prepared for them, 
and in the exercise'of the gifts and powers the 
Saviour conferred on them, that the apostles were 
enabled to perform all those miracles of mercy 
which their fellow men received at their hands. 


TV; 1 will, come- again, and receive you unto my- 
elf, etc. * When the Saviour was apprehended by 
Judas and his companions, all his disciples forsook 
him and fled, They expected Christ was © he who 
should redeem Israel.' But their*hope was cut 
off They'gave up all expectation of preaching 
his doctrine. As they thus forsook. him, .it be- 
came necessary that he shonld come and receive 
them again'unto himself. Had he sent a messen- 


ger to. announce his resurrection to. them, they 


would not have believed. 'This is evident. from 
the cage of Thomas. He -8aid he wonld not be- 


lieve, unless he could see-in his /hands'the print of 


the nails, and thrust his hand into his side.” Je- 
81s foresaw' this, and made the promise in the text 
in relation to it: We may now inquire—Did the 
Saviour come unto his disciples after his resurrec- 
tion, in compliance with his promise, and receive 
them unto himself? We answer ip the affirmative. 
He appeared to them all. We learn this fromthe 
history, He appeared unto' two while they were 
on their way to Emmaus and receiyed them un-' 
to himself, as his disciples and ministers. Though 
they were .sorrowful before they knew him, yet 
when he was made known to them, their sorrow 
was turned into Joy. And although Thomas was 
80 very incredulous, as, 800n as he'8aw the Lord, 
his former hopes revived with him, and he espous- 

ed anew his holy cause. See Luke xxiy. 
In the gospel according to St. J ohn, we have an 
interesting account of the Saviour's receiving 
| Peter'and some of the other disciples.' But as we 
have tiot foom to quote the same, we can only re- 
' reader to turn to the chapter and read 

the | 


"John 3 xxi, 
rien of the apostles was confirmed by 


our Lord, 'on the memorable day of pentecost, 


| when they were endowed with power from on high. 
See Acts 11. 


I amthere ye 'shall be also. 


CFE HE T7 


He  also promised, '8aying, * Where 
'This is the 8ame 
with 8aying, *Lo1I am with you always, etc. He 
was with, he protected and guided them, and caus- 
_ to be always guccessful in the cause of 


afflictions through which he passed, * The 
rd sto0 by me.! But it is time to close ourre- 
marks on on this passage. , We regard, the above as 


a troe exposition, And all we now request of the 
reader is, to give-it'ati attentive reading, and a 
proyerful and ocripturdl examination. 


| EFFECTS OF INTEMPERAN CE. 
| The following forcible description of the bad 
effects of intemperance, we extract from an ad - 


dress pronounced- by Rev. LL. 8. Everett, before 
the Haverhill Temperance Society. 


* Wherever [we turn our eyes, we behold the 
evil effects of intemperance. It is like thewick- 
edness that dwells in high places—like the pesti- 
lence that walketh in darkness and wasteth at noon 
day. You 8ee it in the resorts of the vicious—in 
the streets—by the way 8ide—and more ; you 8ee 
it in the dwellings of the . opulent, among those 
denominated respectable ; and it has-even been 
known to. enter, irreverently and -profanely the 
church of God. It has' slain its millions 7 it has 
ruined the brightest minds; it has broken a thou- 
sand hearts—it is the disgrace of our country, 
and the blighting curse of a suffering world. O 
ye who would tamper . with this .deadly thing, 
go to the miserable dwelling of some intem- 
perate father, and contemplate the ruin *which 
he has wrought around him. | I do not ask you' to. 
confine your attention to him alone ; you may 
glance at his pitiable and disgusting 81tuation ; on; 
you may. behold. the. prostration of his pRyagd 
powers ; the degradation of a naturally noble, and 
perhaps cultivated''mind ; and would to God this 
was all! But look at his children. Deprived of 
comfortable food and clothing, and the blessings 
of education, by the criminal unprovidence of bim 
who ought to be their benefactor,. and inhaling as 
{it were, the pestilential effluyia of a moral nuis- 
ance, they present'to the eye of the beliolder a 
scene of wretchedness which no tongue can de- 
scribe. But consider the condition' of the mother 
of his children, See her—no, you cannot see the 
gorrow that rendg her already broken heart—you 
may not obgerve: the. tears .which blanch her 
cheeks—you may not penetrate the gecrets of the 
grief-8tricken 8oul—you may not disturb -the 
gloomy solitude which she has 8ought—you may 
not hear her groans; alone in wretchedness, 'she 
bemoans the untimely widowhood of her affec- 
tions, and feeds her sorrow upon the dregs of des- 
pair ! 


The * Old Colony. As80ciation” 'will hold its an- 
nual ses8ion in West Scituate, on the. 2d, Wed- 
nesday in September 1 next. 'The occasional Ser-® 
mon by Rev. T. H. Bugbee. _ 


NOTICE. TO CORRESPONDENTS. 

Will *L. W. 8.” have the goodness to furnish us 
with © Woman, No. 2, in 8eason for our next ? 4H. 
B. © Patience No. 3.' is received. His request 
shall be granted. The omission to which he re- 
fers was purely accidental. We will observe his 
caution, *E. H.R.* came to hand too late for this 
weeks paper; it will be attended to's00n. 
We s&hall s0on be under- the dire necessity.of 
concluding that 4H. B. 24.* *M. H. 8.” and *3. ©. * 
W.' have very tfeacherous memories. Do FY 
© despise the —_ of 8mall things ?? 


vo ee one 
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; POETRY. Marriages. b 
bd Af For the Universalist.) | _ In this city, by R Mr. B Me. BK. 
of or niversa ist. ] wr IM Rt lagden, "Chackes C 
Tribute to to the Dead. bo, Peter Low "by Ry. Manner iss yk L. Ward: "Ms 2 : | 
Tears for the dead ! the infant dead !* q nnd Mis Maonens. : - PR 
oe fre falten Lower has Kided; Fax Talbot, both of toughton. | - 
The light of loveliness has fled, Ne Deaths. 47 ip 


The beaming eye is shaded; 
Its voice of music now is hushed 
That 'breathed 80 soſt and sweet, 
It lieth like a rose-bud, crushed 
Beneath the careless feet. 


my for the dead ! but not as those 
Who bow beneath despair ; 
And when ya tear of 8orrow flows 
- Le hope be present there, 
Mourn for the dead ! but not Jament 
'Its flight from earthly pain ; - y 
God for an hour the blessing lent, 
And takes his own again. 


Though dimmed the brightness of a soul 
| Before our mortal eyes, 
Like stars which nightly rise and roll 
And fade in western skies, 
Still with a radiance more divine 
Than aught that Fre here, 
The gpirit-star 8hall rise and shine 
Within a heavenly spherg. 


Peace to the dead ! though here no more 
dung map loved form we gaze, 


on the wing of faith I 8OAr 
angel-trodden wa 
angels ones ot 
| ns their onde yrs, 
And hear that dear one's melting voice 


Among the immortal choirs. 


Peace to the parent's wounded hearts, 
# ways bleed to ord hare love; 
by | infant spirit but departs 
86 jo A aboye 
hoy 8ister-80ulsf to geek and join, 
From earth already riven, 
With thee i in robes of light to shine 
And live and love 1n Heaven ! Ss. F.8. 


of- 


since, to the gudden attack of a violent and deadly dis- 
£asC. 


"vaticm: 


| She knelt, she prayed, I watched her eye, 
=. Ag ing tear was there; 

I heard her breathe the lowly sigh, 

The s8imple fervent prayer. 


———— 


She deemed no listening mortal near 
| To catch that gentle 8igh; 
t.none there was to 8e the tear 
| That AHORa her lifted eye. 


But Oh) ohe knew, and che bleazed 
To know there was an ear 
That heard the breathings of her breast— 
a Her God, 8be felt, was near. 
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Br. H. Ballou will preach jn Stoughton, Mais, next 
be 
r. P. K. Taylor will preach j in Exeter, | N. H. next 
MK 
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ited od ing Ho; tap the yok of | bound 
tTwo lovely infant. 8isters' fell a sacrifice, two years 
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